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Making some of Mary Baker Eddy's autobiographical writings available for the first time, the title

offers a candid look at a remarkable life. Here, Eddy recounts her own story, telling it as no one else

can. With a probing and insightful introduction, this volume promises to take a prominent place in

the growing genre of women's spiritual memoir.
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This edition containing two autobiographical writings inaugurates a new series of Eddy's

unpublished writings. The two selections are Retrospection and Introspection, published in its final

form in 1891, and Footprints Fadeless, composed in 1901-02 but published here for the first time. In

the earlier memoir, Eddy ranges over remembered events in her life while at the same time turning

inward to reflect on those events. She also defends herself against charges that she plagiarized one

of her teachers, Phineas Parkhurst Quimby. Footprints Fadeless is less a memoir than it is Eddy's

attempt to defend herself against a trenchant critic. Riess, PW's religion book editor, offers a

splendid introduction that sets Eddy's life and work within late 19th-century American religion and

society. Reminding us that Eddy was as much a woman of her time as a woman ahead of her time,

Riess deftly draws a portrait of the 19th-century American religious and social currents in which

Eddy swam. In addition, her introduction offers a helpful examination of spiritual autobiography and

a discussion of the elements of the genre that Eddy's writings incorporate. These two memoirs

provide a fresh glimpse of the founder of Christian Science.Copyright 2002 Reed Business



Information, Inc.

This book includes the text of Footprints Faceless and thus sheds important light on the saga of

Josephine Woodbury's ugly and trumped-up lawsuit against Mary Baker Eddy. Although the case

failed emphatically and speedily, it was an extremely difficult burden emotionally for the founder of

Christian Science. Even after the case was decided, it was followed by further humiliating and

slanderous attacks by both Woodbury and her lawyer, Frederick Peabody. Footprints Fadeless was

not published in Eddy's life time upon the wise advise of legal counsel; it is quite unlike Eddy's

characteristically polished writings, but the book affords a glimpse into the responses of a pivotal

historical person during a time of severe trial.

Good! Well written.
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